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by the Electoral Literacy Club of Gangadharpur Mahavidyamandir

Introduction:
The Electoral Literacy Club (ELC) of Gangadharpur Mahavidyamandir undertook an initiative on 2™

July 2023 to spread awareness about the Indian electoral process among the high school students

of P.N. Manna Institution, Gangadharpur, Howrah. This initiative aimed to educate young minds
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Objectives:

The key objectives of the awareness program were:
1. Educating Students: To provide basic knowledge about the Indian electoral system,
including the structure, process, and significance of elections.
2. Encouraging Participation: To motivate students to become active participants in the
democratic process, both as future voters and informed citizens.
3. Developing Critical Thinking: To foster critical thinking regarding the importance of voting

and making informed choices during elections.
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Activities Conducted:

1.

Interactive Seminars and Workshops: - The members of ELC organized interactive seminars
where students were introduced to the history and evolution of the Indian electoral process.
- Workshops included
hands-on activities such
as mock elections, where
students could

il o [T, oxperience  the  voting
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process firsthand. Quiz

competition was held to
test the students'
knowledge about the electoral system. Topics covered included the roles of the Election
Commission, voter registration, and the importance of free and fair elections.

Distribution of Informational Brochures: - Brochures and pamphlets containing information
on voter registration, the importance of voting, and how elections are conducted were
distributed to all participants. These materials were designed to be simple and engaging,
ensuring that the information was easily digestible.

Discussion Sessions with Alumni and Local Leaders: - Alumni of the institution who have been
actively involved in the electoral process and local leaders were invited to share their
experiences. This provided students with real-world insights into the functioning of the

electoral system and the impact of voting.

Impact and Observations —

1.

Increased Awareness: The program significantly increased students' awareness of the
electoral process. Many students who were previously unaware of the details of the electoral
system showed a keen interest in understanding their future role as voters.

Positive Feedback: Both students and teachers of P.N. Manna Institution provided positive
feedback on the initiative. The interactive methods used were particularly appreciated for
making the learning process engaging and relatable.

Future Voters' Enthusiasm: The mock elections and role-playing activities led to a noticeable
enthusiasm among students to participate in elections when they become eligible. Many

expressed a desire to encourage their families and communities to vote as well.
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Challenges Faced —

1. Limited Time: The time allocated for the program was limited, which constrained the depth
of discussion on some complex topics such as electoral reforms and the challenges faced by
the Election Commission.

2. Resource Constraints: There were challenges related to the availability of resources such as
digital tools and materials, which could have enhanced the learning experience.

Recommendations:

1. Extended Program Duration: Future programs should consider a longer duration to cover

more topics in greater detail, allowing for a deeper understanding of the electoral process.

2. Use of Digital Tools: [
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Incorporating digital tools

such as interactive
videos, online quizzes,

and virtual simulations
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and understanding. :
3. Continuous Engagement: Establishing a permanent Electoral Literacy Club within P.N. Manna
Institution could help sustain the momentum generated by this initiative, ensuring
continuous engagement with the electoral process. Community Outreach: Expanding the
program to include parents and the local community could have a broader impact,
encouraging a culture of informed voting within the wider population.
Conclusion:
The awareness program conducted by the Electoral Literacy Club of Gangadharpur
Mahavidyamandir at P.N. Manna Institution was a successful initiative in educating young minds
about the importance of the electoral process. By engaging students in interactive and practical
activities, the program not only imparted knowledge but also fostered a sense of responsibility
towards active participation in democracy. The positive response and enthusiasm observed
among the students are indicative of the program's success, paving the way for future initiatives

to further strengthen electoral literacy among the youth.
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